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  Whats Going On over Christmas  



Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year 

to all our members 
From 

UNISON Yorkshire Gas Branch
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UNISON Yorkshire Gas Branch AGM’s 2012

The dates not to be missed for our stupendous Annual General Meeting are: 

New Bridge House - Monday 20th Feb 2012

12:00 , 13:00, 15:30 & 18:00 

Hull - Pearson Park Hotel  - Tuesday 21st Feb 2012
12:30

Canal Street - Wednesday 22nd Feb 2012
12:30

The Harvester - Colton - Thursday 23rd Feb 2012
12:30

The meetings usually last approximately 45 minutes and we have deliberately timed them so you can fit them in during 
your lunch break and as a thank you we will even feed you while your with us.  This is your meeting and your chance 

to tell us what you liked and didn’t like from 2011 and what you would like us to do differently in 2012.
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Steward Nomination Form
The branch is run by the branch executive committee which consists of members elected to take on different roles. It's these people who build the union and work to win 
everyone a better deal.

All the posts of the branch executive committee will be open for election 

Details of the types of Unison representative are attached.  In addition there are a number of branch officer posts which will be open for election.  Branch officers are appointed to 
take on specific roles in helping run your branch. The posts available and a nomination slip are printed below.  If more than one nomination is received for a single post an election 
will be held prior to the Annual General Meeting.

 
If you are interested in standing for any of the above posts you will need to ask a member to nominate you.  simply print this page and complete the section below. 

I wish to nominate:                                                                           

Role Nominated:                                                                                                                      
Please specify from list above & please complete one slip for each post your nominating for. 

Nominated Persons Details 

Membership Number :                                                   

Phone:       E-Mail:                                                                                                                

Employer:        Department:      

Nominated By :-

Name:     

Membership Number:     

Signature:     

To return your nomination papers, send to :-
Tina Court, Branch Secretary, Yorkshire Gas Branch, PO Box 314, Leeds, LS16 0FR
Or E-Mail to yorks.gas@o2.co.uk Tel : 0844 800 2061

* Branch Chair
* Branch Secretary
* Branch Treasurer
* Branch Young Members Officer
* Equalities Officer
* Branch Education Co-ordinator
* Branch Communications Officer 

* Branch Vice Chair
* Branch Assistant Secretary
* Branch International Officer
* Retired Members Officer
* Recruitment Officer
* Health & Safety Officer
* Welfare Officer

* Stewards
* Workplace Representatives
* National Representative
* Auditors
* Health & Safety Reps
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Meet The Reps
Hi I’m Joan Waite the Branch Administrator,  I do the paperwork,                                                                  
and over the last 30 years there has been quite a bit of it to do.                                                                    
My Job description would  include things like taking minutes of                                                                       
meetings, writing reports, organising events, filling in the mountains                                                                 
of forms for absolutely everything, keeping branch records, and                                                                
answering questions on any topic you can think of and not                                                                     
necessarily to do with trade unions, answering the phone and                                                                         
making sure we stick to the mountains of rules that seem to be                                                                    
multiplying as we speak.

I work part time so you would think I have lots of spare time,                                                                          
ha! I wish,  I am a member of a local amateur dramatic group                                                                           
(thankfully I work behind the scenes) and the family keep my                                                                         
husband and I pretty busy. Flexible working hours can be a curse                                                                                   
as well as a blessing because, like the rest of our branch committee,                                                                       
we never seem to be ‘off duty’. 

I have been involved with Unison since starting at North Eastern Gas when I was 16,                                                                
and no it wasn’t when we still had gas lights cheeky. I have seen the many changing                                                        
faces of both British Gas and its many spin offs and Unison from its previous                                                    
incarnation as Nalgo, Cosie and Nupie.  I am still loving every minutes of it and                                                               
I believe we have a Unison branch to be proud of.
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0800 970 9999
24/7  |  Confidential Service
For online support join vClub at validium.com
username:  Centrica   password:  energy
Minicom 0800 039 7879

*Debt Counselling, Mon-Fri, 8am-9pm, Sat, 9am-3pm

S U P P O R T  F O R  L I V I N G

“
“However you feel about the 

festive season...

...remember your Validium 

Employee Assistance Programme

is available - 

24 hours, 365 days!”

validium.com

Seasonal 
Support

counselling | younger & eldercare | stress | emotional | *debt | health & wellbeing | legal | financial

Are you feeling the pressure this Christmas?  

Christmas time is universally known as a joyful relaxing time 
of year, but this isn’t the case for everyone.  The stress of debt 
and expectations can be too much for some to handle and 
they feel that they have no where to turn for help and support.

There are a number of different organisations that can offer 
advice and support over the Christmas period and also throughout
the year.

UNISON Welfare Debtline Freephone 0800 389 3302 8am to 9pm 
Monday to Friday 9am to 3pm Saturdays

Association of Charity Officers
http://www.aco.uk.net
National umbrella body for benevolent charities i.e. charities that provide 
aid and advice to individuals in need.

Benevolence Today
http://www.benevolencetoday.org
A coalition of over 30 charities, including UNISON Welfare, 
which is promoting the work of charities which help individuals
in need. Site includes search facility for grant making charities
under occupation.

Employees of Centrica, 
Centrica have provided an employee helpline via
VALIDIUM which offers independent support and advice 
for all employees and their families throughout the year.  

If you are employed by Centrica and are finding things 
difficult please take the time to give them a call and speak to
one of their experts.  
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Supporting UNISON members when life gets tough

If you are struggling through an unexpected crisis, or if the pressures of 
every day life are getting to you, There for You can help.

We offer a unique confidential advice and support service just for 
members of UNISON and their dependants.

Whether it's just a chat and a sympathetic ear, or more concrete help you 
need, we may be able to help.

We offer:

• Financial assistance
• Debt advice
• Wellbeing breaks
• Support and information

UNISON is the only trade union to offer a confidential advice and 
support service to its members and their families in the form of a 
registered charity. UNISON Welfare, now been rebranded as There for You: 
supporting UNISON members when life gets tough.
In recent years, we noticed that the name "Welfare" was putting some 
people off, while other members didn't understand what services we 
provide.

So we've rebranded our services as the more approachable There for You: 
supporting UNISON members when life gets tough. The charity's official 
name remains UNISON Welfare.

• We Gave over £674,000 in grants to 2,141 
members and their families

• Many more contacted us for debt advice 
and other help

• 238 adults and children benefited from a 
family holiday

In 2010 

Branch Welfare Representatives :

Tina Court - 0781 607 2259
tina.court@yorksgas.co.uk

Stephanie Stoker - 07792129986
stephanie.stoker@yorksgas.co.uk

Total Confidentiality is assured. 

 There for you
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Stronger Together - Join our Branch 
Our Branch firmly believes there is strength in numbers and we are stronger together.  If you know of someone who is not benefiting from 
being a UNISON member then tell them all about it. 
You really couldn’t manage without us.  You subs are such good value for money you should be telling all your mates and colleagues about 
the great deals they get as UNISON members.  
The average monthly subscription for a call centre advisor is £9.70.  So for less than the cost of a takeaway pizza we give you all of this. 

• Help with pay and conditions of service
• Health and safety guidance and support
• Confidential welfare services for you and your dependents in difficult times
• Excellent legal services including free help with work problems and legal support for members and their families
• Pensions advice
• A special hotline, UNISONdirect, for help and advice on workplace issues
• Online employment and workplace advice
• Education and training advice and courses, leading to vocational and professional qualifications
• Cash benefits for accidents and injuries at work
• A colour magazine sent to your home four times a year, a monthly magazine for our stewards and activists and a full range 

of publicity
• Our own holiday centre for members and families at the Devon seaside
• Unrivalled protection and representation at work
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Drink driving

It's not worth the risk 

In 2010, 250 people died due to drink driving. By drinking and driving, you risk your life and those of your passengers and others on 
the road.

Any amount of alcohol affects your ability to drive. You risk a fine of up to £5,000, a minimum 12-month driving ban and a criminal 
record.

The facts

• A drink drive conviction can result in job loss, strain on personal relationships and higher insurance costs
• 14% of road fatalities in 2010 were caused by drink driving.
• Tolerance to alcohol depends on a combination of factors: weight, age, gender, stress and recent food consumption
• The best way to remain safe is not to drink and drive

The law

• A drink drive conviction can result in a prison sentence, driving ban and fine

The drink drive legal limit

The legal alcohol limit for drivers in Great Britain is:

• 35 microgrammes of alcohol per 100 millilitres of breath
• 80 milligrammes of alcohol in 100 millilitres of blood
• 107 microgrammes of alcohol per 100 millilitres of urine

Any amount of alcohol affects your ability to drive

Even a single drink affects your driving performance. 

If you drive after drinking, you'll

• be less alert and careful, however slowly you drive
• have trouble judging your speed
• be slower to react to hazards and it will take you longer to stop
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Yorkshire Gas Branch Members can celebrate New Year in 
style with the discounts available from Croyde Bay Holiday 
Resort. 

If you were wondering how to bring 2012 in with a bang then 
take a look at the special offer available exclusively to our 
valued members.  Has 2011 been a year to remember and 
celebrate or  a year that has had bumps in the road?  Either 
way how better to welcome 2012 in than a relaxing break with 
family and friends  at the brand new hotel with a Gala Buffet 
on New Years Eve. 

To take advantage of this special offer or to browse all the 
special offers available exclusively to our members go to 
www.croydeunison.co.uk 

2012 is just around the corner

How will you be celebrating this 
NEW YEAR 
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Our specialist legal service provider is Thompsons 
Solicitors, who have worked alongside the trade 
union movement for over 80 years. Under our 
arrangements with Thompsons, our branches have 
access (via their regional office) to local, high-
quality employment, personal injury and criminal 
law advice. We closely monitor the quality of their 
work and we have agreed standards of service to 
which they must adhere.
Thompsons Solicitors have represented members 
referred to them by UNISON for many years. In 
consideration of this, and their commitment to the 
trade union movement as a whole, Thompsons 
provides branch training and legal surgeries, legal 
advice and
sponsorship of some union events and activities to 
help UNISON grow and develop our legal services.
You can find more information about Thompsons on 
their website: www.thompsons.law.co.uk
Access to legal services
The simplest way to access most services is by 
contacting:
UNISONdirect
Phone 0845 355 0845 Textphone 0800 0 967 968
Lines open 6am to midnight – Monday to Friday 
and 9am to 4pm – Saturdays
It would be useful to have your UNISON membership 
number available when calling.
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Across
1. Holiday pie
6. Santa's load
10. With 'the', syndrome causing missed putts
14. Key or corner
15. "Holiday In Harlem" singer
16. Young land?
17. Paper money
18. It may be found in 25 down
19. Blue-collar name?
20. Creche figures
23. Longest division of geological time (var.)
24. No ice
25. Dot's follower, often
28. Homeless ones
30. Panorama
34. West Point, i.e. (abbr.)
36. Big __ (Cal.)
37. Lots
38. Holiday decoration
41. Holdups
42. Rangers' org.
43. Dam's opposite
44. Wipe out
45. Time before life
47. Indian bread
48. Organic compound
50. Anthem opener
52. Holiday song, "Oh, little..."
59. Go over a manuscript
60. Big name in detergent
61. Mountain ridge
62. Penny __
63. Tech. grad.
64. Girders
65. One who ogles
66. Negatives
67. Fills

Down
1. Attention getter
2. Engrave
3. Heart
4. With 53 down, singer from Chicago
5. Sibling's son
6. Element found in photocells
7. Succulent plant
8. Performers with a lot of makeup
9. "Dawson Creek" actor, Holmes
10. Holiday seasons
11. Detail
12. Coat
13. Tibia locale
21. Good natured teasing sessions
22. Enjoy
25. Place for 18 across
26. Earthy color
27. West Side Story gal
29. __ Kafka
31. Killed
32. Aquarium fish
33. Very pale

35. Objector
37. Wise-looking (like Harry Potter, perhaps)
39. Office worker
40. Quick drinks
45. White elephant, for instance
46. Chunnel town
49. Many times
51. __ Buena (evergreen plant)
52. Distant prefix
53. See 4 down
54. Kir ingredient
55. Slight advantage
56. Miami hoopsters
57. French 101 verb
58. GI's chow

Just for Fun

  

    Christmas Cracker Jokes

1: What do you call a blind reindeer? 

2: What do you call a man with brown paper trousers? 

3: What's furry and minty? 

4: What do you get when you cross a lion with a snowman? 
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    Joke Answers 

   1A: No eye deer.

   2A: Russell.

   3A: A polo bear.

  4A: Frostbite.

New Telephone Number
0844 800 2061

The Branch Contact number has changed.  Please 
use the above contact number if you need to get in 

touch with the Branch.  
Opening Hours
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday. 10am – 2pm

If you require urgent assistance outside of these hours but within 
normal office hours please contact us :
Tina Court – 0781 607 2259
Stephanie Stoker – 0779 212 9986
Joan Waite– 0790 429 6209

who will be able to direct you accordingly
Outside of normal office hours please contact
Unison Direct – 0845 355 0845

By Mail 
Unison Yorkshire Gas Branch 
PO Box 314
Leeds
LS16 0FR
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